Eight Quzries propounded by the Houſe 
ot Commons, to the Aſſembly called D.vines, fitting at Weſt- 
winſter, April. 22. 1646, never to this day by them An- 
{wered,nor they called coan accompt by the Parlia- 
ment, for their 12norance or negligence therein. 

Pſal. 31.6.1 have hated them that regard lying vanities, but 1 truſt in 
the bord. Jonah 2.8. They that obſerve lying vanities, forſake their 
olv.3 mercy, Plal,82.6.7. / have ſaid, ye are Gods; and all of you ave 
(ildren of the naoft bigh : But ye fball dye like men,and fa 1 like one of 
the Princes. J&. 5. 30, A Wonderfull and horrible thing ts committed 
in the Land, the Prephits propheſie lyes, and the Priefts receive gifts in 
their hands: nd my people delight therein, What Will ye then do'in the and 
thereef. Cor,1.14.36./bat,came ihe word o{ Ged ont from you,or canoe 
it unto you only,Gal.4.16. Am I therefore become your enemy, becauſe I 
tell you the truch, 2 Cor, 4.2. But have renonnced the bidden things of 
diſkonefty not Walking in craftixeſſe,xor haxdling the Word o/ God drceit- 
ſully,but by manifeſt atio of the trnth,comenasng our (elves to every mans 
{onſcience in the ſight #/Goa, Cel.2.8, BeWare leaſt any max /peil you 
' throngh Philoſ-phy and vain deceit 5.1 Tim. 6.20, 0h Timothy,keepe 
that Which is comitted to thy traſt, avoiding profane & vain bablings. 
By EdWard Barber Freeman of Eoglaod, Cit.z:n and Marchant- 

Taylor of London, 1648, 


I  ._ 


To theſe Noble Senators,the choſen SteWard: and Servants of the free= 
men of England, the Commons «aſſembled in Parliament, With that 
Right Noble Gencrall,the Lord Fairfax, and Liewt.Gen.Crumyell. 


RIGHT HONORABLE, 
Aking into conlideration the Quzries ſo long ſince pre- 
pounded by your Honours, to the Aſſembly called Divines 
at Weſtminer, deltring their Anſwers therein, as once Ne- 
bucadsiz.er did of his dream, from his Magicians, Aſtrole- 

gers,Sorcerers, and Caideans, whom he kad choſen , and to whom 

was appointed a dayly proviſion of the Kings meate,ard of the wine 
waich he drank, Dan, 2, That fo being nouriſhed at his 

Table, ar three years end, they might ftand_ b-fore the Kirg, 

But they bing called forth to ns che Kings defire, in tcl- 


ling 


2) 
ling him his Dream aad al iaterpcetation thereef, could nog 
by zl! their Surceriez doit; whereupon, a decree went forth 
trom the King, ha: they ſhould be all fhain, and Dax:el with 
his (cilowes likewiſe, viho all that cime had been fed with 
palis and water, yet when the other deſired to gain the time, 
D antel! 20! gered with Councell and wiſdom to Arioch the 
Kings Captafr, wiich was gone forth toſlay all the wiſe men 
ot Babylon, iy i5 the Rings Decree ſo haſty from the King, 
[ bur tht: inf have nocauile foto alledge | you having given 
them {9 Jer; timens alfo you telling them the Dream|[_ 35 may 
be {14} ww. 2: King of Baby/on did not, Then Danull 
Wen! 1 94 deired tug Kinggthae he would give hia time, 
and thathe wail thiiow the King the interpretation, which he 
accordine'y 1id,.0 Gods glity , the fatisfaRtion of rhe King, 
and ic pureoafing erect honour and freedom unto the people 
of Gd: N- 1 cheſt y ur Servants being by you called iorth 
long fiace, fed ro thetull with many great Benihce's coitfirme 
ed by mary of your Ordinances, although contrary to ths pros 
telt.itiv'' and Covent, whereby they hays that priviiedge 
which no t-eeman of Exgland b:!:dcs hath the lixeythoug for 
the dueſt 4.b.,acd never fo long forborn,upon Bund vr vckers 
Wiſe, yet have they nor all this while flatistycd your defires, in 
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tour, but theſe rather ſhevs th emſelves like tke Diſci»!cs of Chill 
that "would ; "ave tad fro come dove: Fro n Hcaven * fue t 
camarit2ns,that would not rcccive Clitii:| oat tradition; bur Ui 
rells them they knew not of, wat ſpirit they weregſavirg the 207 
of man 1s n9* Co 15 to deſtroy mens 1:vcs but to ſave them, afd ts 
Miailtzrs cug'it ro be like him ekcir Maltcr, meeke, loviiy,cumbl;, 
walking as !.s walk d,not rer Iring evilitor vi! muct; 1.tic cv3!! to! 
go oJ, neither will the G {pal boar (ch rr (#485; bur that ri Peit- 
tance tO am almeiat uf life ralgat we P ecxched unto them, 2lt* 0:7h 
many of chem have defired the fins!l ruine and over*hrog: . 

u Þ:aRic: according to that gr:22 Charter of the Lofpeli oi 571; 
Jeſus ;j ny you :f3-cs no! being 3nf{wered all this white by _ 
they being | {> rcallnable and ealii co be dens by zany Miniſter cr S& 
vant of he Churches of Chri(t, 1 could have wiſht therc had becn in» 
quiry made.if there w-renon: ik: Daxi: Hin WRC 021 Might be found 
the {pirir the holy God, though with Da ell cd 23S wean 2s with 
pulſe ana water,whuct {; D{108 Nu? Jcne all this y p7n.encr your defires 
anſwered; I couid not havirg tader t£:.- prot ation but wico the 
poor widdow cit in my two itts, Off ing ic may 4s ; anbnh 4910 
25 the poor mans witdoin,vw if *1y [hg City was d. Vercdibat Cul d 
not be done by ſtrength, Ecct.9.14 15.00: itdering allo thar chef” 2:0 
not the m2n that God wilig. ve Þ:s | a2 bs deliv: 'rANCe 0Y',45 £149. 
19.20.& 50,.45.when God wiilcariy his p: - of Babjlon,ard 
cauſ: th: 11 go volt, fayinug g who is a ch ofe:1 ian chat T may aps» 
point agaialt k=c, for wi ls Hike me, and w 49P0INt mote 
time, and whois ta: *hizpneutd that will ttand b fur my, theritnie 
fare tis Conncelt ot the Loid, that ke hath geviid a mntt Bape? & 
his purpouſcs that he hath purpoſcd aganalt the 121i of C [4% 
ſurely the leait of the lock ſhaii draw chem vn gfurcly be (hol make 
their habitation deifclace with tm, 1 lice: | POOLC MECN2NITG; 
afli&ed and deſpiſed people mult do ir. 

And as the people ot Gud was thus to be drawn onr of * Babylon 
of old,in ric tine of the Law by ſaci: acancs fo undor the © ſpect] 
out of ſpiricual+ Baby/ow,atten the apoil ine ef An 6.28 os Tar.0 
remove out of tt mint of Babylon, deliver + vi y £121 18 {C\ 
benot cut of inter iniquity, for this is the tim + ot the Lo 0s vor 
ancc,he will render uno heca recom pence, Baby {39 hath bon a 6 
den cup in the Lords hand that :nade all the earth drunker,the Ny! 
ors have drunk of her wing,tierctore the Natiois vic mad Þ Gi 


or 


(4) 

&c,28 Jer.51 6.7.compared with 1/aia 21.9.and Ilicha 2. 10, 11: 
Ariſe ye and depart, for this is not your reſt, becauſe it is polluted jt 
ſhall deftroy you,even with a ſore defruRtion, it a wan walking jn 
the ſpiric of talſhood dolye, ſaying, 1 will prophefie unto thee of 
wine and ſtrong drink , he ſhall even be the prophet of this people, 
compared with 2. {or.6.14.te 18.and Revel.18.4, come out of her 
my people that ye be not parcakers of her finnes, and that ye receive 
not of ker plagues. 

No as the people of God ryere thus called forth of temperall 
and ſpirituall Babylo»,ſo the inſtruments by which the Lord vw;1l do 
this great work , ſhall be by diſpiſed perſons,that ſo the great wiſe 
men of the world may ſtay theinſelves, aad wonder who are blind &% 
make you b!ind,irtead of this they render ir,cry ye aut and cry, I/aj, 
59.9.t0 15.&alſo,that the whole glory may be given toGod only,& 
not to men,and as tor (uch as have received their Ca'land Ordinati- 
en from the beaſt,or no calling at all as ſome now pretends , it ever 
they ſhould be conveeted and to ſubmit unto the Order and Cevern- 
ment of King leſus-in the Goſpe!l way, yet will thele be theur ficreſt 
for the carrying forth of that rich treaſure of the Golpel,they having 
formerly ſwora themſely:s Servants unto Antichriſt, and therefore 
willbe but as the Gibionites, who although by their evatt had ſaved 
their lives,yert were by 79/#4h that glorious Tipe of Chriit, appoin« 
ted to be hewers of wood, and drawers of water, Foſax/ 9. or Levics 
Sonaes, Sam.1.2.36, who at that time when tas Lord ſhill raiſe up 
his faithfull Prieſt , (hall come 2nd crouch for a peece of filver, or a 
morlſell of bread, ſ:ying , pur me I pray thee into one of the Prieſts 
Offices,that I may eat x pecc2, ot bread, or with thoſe Merchants of 
the earth , who when the Ki:25 and Magiſtrates of the earth , who 
hve committed fornication with the wirore, ard lived deliciouſly ;at 

her overthrow,ſhall beyail her,and lament for her, Reve/.18,9.then 
2'ſo ſhall choſe Merchants ef the carth weepe and mourn;for no man 
Þuycth their Merchandiz2 aty more, verſ. to, This will cauſe them 
as the Jewes, As 22.22. to diſcever their madnefi: who caſt Cuſt 
upnn2 their heads, (o theſe crying, weeping, & wayling,faing alas,ulas, 
chat great City wicrein vzcre made rich, all tat had Ships in the 
Sza,by reaſon of her coſtlizefſe.tor in one kovwre is ſhe ade deſolate, 
ver{.19. and verſ. 20, the Church holy Mefſcngeis a11d Prophets arc 
called forth ro rezoyce over her for God hath avenged tkem on ker 
when all pcofi: and delight is taken ziway from her, varle 23, 23. 

Fe 
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, 
the Reafon is layd down ver, the laſt , becauſe ia her was foard the 
bloed of Prophets and of Saints, and of all that were ſlain upon the 
earthzoh that therefore your honours weuld give liberty for publike 
diſpuces,that thereby the truth might be tryed, and that there mighr 
he ſome time al lowecd after the publike Exerciſes is donez wherein the 
hearers thoſe whoſe mouthes the Lord by his ſpirit ſhall open,mighe 
haye liberty to adde co what is delivered, or contradidt if irronious, 
and that there might b: ſorme places thatare vacant,as Paley, cr the 
like appointed, for ſuch ex2rciſes and cryalls of the truth, according 
to labs 1.4. 1-where he faith , believe not every fpiric, but tric the 
ſpirits whether they are of God , becauſe many talſe Prophets are 
gone out into the world, and The}. 1.3.21. The Apoſile cxhorts the 
Saints to Prove all things, and to hold faſt char which js good, which 
cannot be done in that way that is praiſed by them , they tying up 
the mouthes of 311 but themſelves, by their Antichrifttian power and 
pracicezthat therefore the Kings of the earth,and you the M1jeſtrates 
would be wile,aad conſider your wayes, & know as it was once ſaid 
to Sewl, as he was going to Damaſcus, havirg received Authority 
from the High Prielts to perſccute and hale to priſon all that called 
upon the name of the Lord Jeſus, Saul Saul, why perſecuteſt thou 
me,it is kard for thee to kick againſt the pricks, ſo ie will one day Ee 
faid to all rhoſc that perſecute Chrilt in kis Membcrs, which throu 2h 
the ſubtelty of Antichriſt is uſually done under the name of Heri- 
ticks and ScAaries,as in Queen Marie dayes, &c. for know as the 
Prophet David faith, P/a1.2.2. to 6. althengh the Kings of the earth 
ſet themſelves,and the Rulers take Conncel togeth:r azainſt theLord, 
and againſt his Chriſt, ſaying,let us break his bonds aſunder,and caſt 
away kis cords from us; bur he that firs in Heaven (hall laugh, the 
Lord ſhall have them inderiſion, then ſhall he ſpeak to them in his 
wrath, and vex them io his ſore diſpleaſure, yet bave I et my Kin? 
vÞon my holy hill of Z7;ow, all which their doing vas but a vane 
thing in Davias Accompr,verſ,the ticft,and verſ.1c,11.12he exhorts 
them ſaying , be wife now therefore oa ye Kings, bs inſtracted, ye 
Juiges of the carth ſc: ve the Lord with feare,and rejoyee with treme 
bling;kifſe the Son lcalt is be angry,& ye periſh from the way,if his 
wrath be kindledyvea Hut a little, bleed arc they that pur their truſt 
0 him,compared witnPrev.t6.20.//4.30,18, Jer, 17.7-& 37 7. Rom. 
9.33-and 10,11.1 Per,2.6.For {1ith the Lord, //a. 69.1 3, 't he Niti- 
vn 296 Kingdom that will not ſerve thee ſh2ll periſh, yea thoſe Nas 
A 2 L2G1)A 


(6) 
tions ſhall be utterly waſted, oh that Frnriand would conſider this 
in time | leaſt one day itbe ſaid toir, 23 was once faid by Chriſt to 
leruſaiem, Luke 13-34 ind 19 41. Vt. ecomng nighto the City, 
he beheld it, ana weps over iflzy ico, if thou hacilt known even thou 
at leaſt jn ihis thy Gay, the things that belorg tothy peace, buc now 
tacy arc hid from thy cycs, 

So the Lord for many years kavirsg called upon this Kingdom of 
En-laxd tor repentance, and turring unto hitn by amendment, fol. 
lowing us with mercics and d-}iverances, fatherly chaſlizing us by 
p:ſtilence, (wor 1 arg famine; bur what amendinent 1s there ef any 
fince, bur «c..ac in juitice. pride, cruelty,negic& of the poore, Idolatry, 
Ccovelouine- 8D0unls. & a5 the p:ophe (aith, 7/.56.11.e2e7)7 c: e for bu 
gaine from hi: quatter,chat love of mony the reote of all evill remain- 
10g as much as cer. I Tim 6,20, 

[ hz; theretore we would turn 0470 him according to promiſe, in 
keepirg the Proccliation and Coverant, in{tanding or a 1650: matis 
on according to the word of God and in{ticu tens of Chrilt. and not 
covetous mens dcfires and inventions, who tn all ages have bon cb- 
firuQers of the triie worſhip «t God, & pc rficutirs of his ferv wats, 
as Kings 22.22,t0 38, er, 8 186, Come 1:t us {mite him with the 
tongur, Amrs 7.10.11 Mic. .1 & Co3.,1er.26.11.to 19.41at,2 3.14, 
who {hut tp theKingdom of Heaven again!t mengthey neither go in 
chemſiclvs, neither futtic rhe chat are encring to go an;but as T heg- 
d1r0 Bexa obſerves from AF. 6.9, to 15. tht fall trachers becauſe 

they will not be overcome, flee frem diſputatiens to Mariſtraies & 
open {lindering,and falſe accufations, & that the firſt bloudy perſe- 
cution of the Church of Chrilt began, and (prong from a C:urcell 
of Prieſts by the ſuggeſtion of the Univerſity DoRors,rthar therefore 
we might bewne of mco,and according ro the command of God 
hearken only to the voice of Chrift, Mar, 17. 5. that fo we obcy+ 
ing him the grezt Prophet ard Anointed, the Lo: d may be gracious 
unto us in cauling the ſword to be ſheath<d,and that he may delight 
to dwell among vs,in turning the bea;ts Ct the Fathers ur:te the chil- 
dreny and the heares of the children to the Fathers; which ſhall be the 
defire avd prayer of him, tha: de fires the harpines here and glory 
k:rcafrer of you, and all that love the Lord 7e/w1 Chriſt in fincericy, 
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(7) 
whereat it is Reſolved by the Houſe of Commtcs, that all perſon guilty 
of watoriows offences ſhall be mſpevacd he Sacrament of the Lo; 
Spper; the Howſe of Commons at/ires tobe ſatithed bj the ?Af mbly 
of D jvines in theſe particniars, 


\ Hether the Parochiall and Congregationall Flder(hips, 
I: - 


of Parliament are fare Divine , 


- 


appointed by Ocainanc: | 
by the vill and appointment of [{\us Ch lt, 

2, Whether all rhe Members of the faid Elderſhips are Mem- 
bers thereof, or which of them are Fure Divine by the will and a2p= 
poinem:nc of }:{us Chrilt? : | | 

2, Wueur the Supreame Aﬀemblies or Eiderſliips 472. the Claſ- 
ficall, Provirciall and Nztiopall, whether all or any of them, or 
which of them are 7ure Divine, and by the will and appointment of 
Tefus *.hrilt. 

4. Whether appeals from Congregational! Elderſhips to the 
Claſſical), Pcovincizll an4 Nationull Aff. mblics, or to ary of them 
ot which of them Ire [xve Divers, and by the w:il nd appoint: 
ment ef Jeſus Chrill: 

5. Whether cecumenicall Aſſemblies are Inwre Diving, or whether 
there be appeal<s from any of the former Aflemblics, to the faid c:- 
cumenica!l Aflemblies, Iwre D:vino by the will aad 2ppointment of 
Teſs Chrilt ? 

6, Wherker by the vard of God the Power Of [t1 J. '97.and deela 
ring what are ſich notorious and ſeandatons Rees 28 atorefaid arid 
conventin2 bcfore then, erying and acuall ſaſndivg from the 
Sacramcnt ſuch cXenders accordinglyeio ct in the Cangrogations?1 


Eld-:rihips or Presbytery, vr in ay other Blerthiy vf Prob 2 
' ' , , x 4 S 

prefented to the Fon as t auyicy or ene VISNUY, Ig ivhethco 
ſuck powers are in ther ony, or 24y of Them, Oh Woh oþ thei 
7wre D:i1:;n0. 2: OY ne Will and pou nent of [£9865 Ohcaf 

Jo Yhothue thor DC any Cx {4114 ang Particular INS EX} 410 
inthe w.:rd 0: God, to diica ud E!derfhips, or Pioshyro jes.or 
any of tier to the exEercic and AUTION Gt he POyyiis aforithiid, 
and wht: 27 toe rules; 

8, Is th y thibg conrained in the word of God, (tat the Sy- 
pream Mij$c20y ih a Ghilltan fixte,may not judge ard Cereriaiy 
WKt arc tbo nfo: rotorhivus and (eanunions off nfl and the 
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cerniag the premifſcs is the ſaid Supreame Majcſtracy by the ward 
of Gad excluded ? 

In Anſwer of theſe particulars the Houſe of Commons defireso| 
the Aſkaibly of D'vincs their proofs from Scripture,and to ſee doyn 
the ſeveral texts in the exprefl: words of the fame, 

O. dered that every particular Miniſter of the Aﬀembly of Divias 
that is or ſhall be preſent at the debate of any of theſe qu:ſtions,dz 
upon every reſolution which iball bs preſented to thisHcaſe concern, 
ing the ſame, ſubſcribe his reſp: ive name eictier with the Aﬀirma. 
tive orNzga:ive,as ke giveth hisVorte,& thoſe that dodecent trom the 
majr part ſhall ſer down their poſſitive epinions, with the expretle 
Text of Scripture upon which their opinion is grounded, 

For Anſwer to the firſt Quztie, the Churches of Chriſt were cen- 
Kituted , and gathered ou: of the world by the Miniſtry of the Gol- 
pel,according t that great Charter thereof, Aſar.28.19.20, Mark, 
16.15.16. L4,24.47. And not by any Authority orMiniltry of the'ci- 
villMagiſtrate,and as they were thus gathered,& planted in the pre- 
mitive times,ſo are they in like manner by his Servants to be gather: 
od after the Apeſtacic whom by his power he ſhall in an «ext aordi- 
nacie manner raiſe up,and by the Servants of the Churches that ſhall 
be by them ſent forth to preach the everlaſtivg Goſpel for the in- 
lizhtening the earth , diſcovering the Miſtery of iniquity , and the 
Miniſtry of Antichriſt,gathering his people out of ſpirituall Babylen, 
25 ut of Babylonof old,and planting them into Church fellowſhip 
and order, having their Commiſſion from Chriſt and his Church,ard 
not by Command aud Authority from Pope,Councel,Synod,or Civill 
Magiſtrate : the Church of Chriſt beipg his ſpirituall Kingdom,con- 
filting.of a company of Saints, or holy people, Rem.1.7. Cor.1.1.2, 
Pet.x.1,16. called out of the worid, Fob 15.19. Rev.g.g. By the 
preaching of the Goſpel, Aſar.28.19.20. Hark.16.1 5.16. by a free 
& voluntary conſent, P/.1$.43.44-110.3 Att: 2.41.& 13.48 &17, 
11.entring into Covenant, P/al.50.5 Zep.2-I, Att 3.23eto 26, Heb, 8, 
$.9. to diſcharge duties roGod, & one to another, lohs 4.24. Phil.z, 
3.1.Pet.2.5.1Coel2,12.to 38. putting on Chrilt by Brptiſaze or dip- 
Ping, Gal, 3. 26. 27. for ye are all the Children of God by faith in 
Chriſt [eſus;for as many of yOu 85 have bcen dipt intoChriit,have pus 
on Chriſt, compared \yith Zpheſ, 44.5, There is one body & one fpi- 
rit 


( . 
rit, even as ye are Called in one hope of your calliyg,one T.ord, one 
faich,one dippirg,one God and Father of all, who is above all, and 
through all, and in you all, This is Chiiits fpiticuall 
houſe under the new Teſtament, whereof he is Lotd, as 
Hab, 2:29. Heb.z 6. & head. Epb,t.32.23,& King, 1/4.33+-22, and 
Law-iver,James 4 12.and prophet, Dent.18.15. Mat. 17.5. bong 
that Pcieſt, Al:er and Sacrifice, by which all that believe and cbcy\ 
are for ever {anRifizd and perteRes, Heb.n0,14.and 5.8 9. for it is 


not tte voice of the Church, much lefle the voice of the S594, or 


Parliament, that we are to keatken unto in (piritaall wor hip, bu: 
Chriſts voice in the Church, and that in all things whatſvever he 
ſhall ſay unto us,T1.1.3-15., he ſpeaking in his Servants, as Lyke 
10.16.he that heareth youu, hcareth megand he that heareth ine; hcar- 
eth him tha: ſent mce, 

Theſe whcre ever gathered tozether under Heavenzin the raine of 
Chriſt, according to his order, conſiſting of Jewes or Gentiles, (o/, 
I. 18, have power from him their kea ts receive In,deale with, or 
caſt ou; of the Church,by the only Laws and Statutes, of King Ze» 
ſus, heir only King and Law=giver,as 1/45.9 6.2nd 33.22. A 2.41, 
423, Mat.q8.15., to 20-and I Cor.5.4-5-and 2.3.4.0 9. They being 
under Chriſt their King, the treeſt Independant Corporationor ſtate 
under Heaven, [ob» 8.36.1 the Sonne tkerefore ſhall makeyou tree, 
ye (hall be free indeed, Cor. 1.3.5,6,7. compared with 1/ai. 3.17. 
The Lord alone (hall be exalted in that day. Now the parechiall 
Churches or Eiderſhips that are appointed by Statute Lawes, or 
Ordinances of Patl, and thereby forced chereunto , cannot be 7are 
Divino,Churches of Chriſt by his will and appointmentbur all the 
peopleof God are as truly called 6ut of ſuch Afſcimbiics, as out of 
Babylow of old, to the free voJuntary worſhip of che Goſpell, 

To theſccond quarie I anſwer, The Pariſh Churches or Aſſem- 
blies being not gathered according to the Commiſſion of Chriſt in 
that great Charter of the Goſpell,und by kis Miniſters and Servants, 
but by the Authori:y of the civill Magiſtrate,*hrough the importu- 
nity of euftin the Manck, f.nt over from G:ezory the 7. frem 
Waich roote and foundatioa the nationall Miniſtry now cxtanc, 
fiullretaines their Ordination , baviog (till kep: their firſt Race and 
conſtitution , although reformed in divers particuler Da@-cines, 
whereby they carnut be Fare Divino, Churches of Chriſt by his 
will and appointmerc ; bur are conſtitutions of men throagh the 
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v0 
ſabtiity of che man of fin, or beaſt rifing cut of the carth [co wit) 
by hisearthly inventions,who by the (light of men , ard cunning 
craftineſle they lyc in wait to deceive,having 2.homs like a Larrh, 
bac ſpeakes like aDragon,exercifing all the power of the irrſt beaſt, 
&ec.Rev.13-11. having a ſhew of wiſdom in will wotthip and hu- 
milicy,Ce/. 2.23,of whom the Apoſtle bids the Saints,beware cf be. 
ivg ſpoiled through their philoſophy and vain deceir, after the tra« 
ditions of men , after the Rudiments of the world , and not after 
Chriſt,in whom dwells tke fulnefle of the Goi-head bodily, and ye 
the Szints ['to wit believers Eip:] are compleat in him, &c. and 
Mat.15.9.Chrilt ſaith, in vain do thcy worſhip me, teaChing for 
D>Rrines the Commundements of men , from whence it appeares 
[as the Churches,f9 the Members alſo ]are none of them ure Di. 
vine, Members of any Church of Chritt , by his will and appoint. 
mert, 

To the 3.T anſwer, for any Cipream Authority of Aﬀemblies or 
Elderſhips,viz.the Clafticall,vrovinciall,or national, whether they 
are Faure Diviro or no. dn all the Goſpeli I do not tiad any more Jus 
risdiRion of C:.urches over Churches, then there iz of brethren o- 
ver brethren, bu: the contrary is clearly proved, 17ar.23.8 9,10.but 
be not ye called Re657, for one is your Maſter, to wit,Chrilt ard all 
ye arebrethren , and call no man your Father upon the earth, for 
there is but one, yourFather which is in Heaven;be not called Doc- 
tors, for one is your D@or, even Chriſt , and {07.1.5 45. That 
Church of Corinth 52d power, as to calt cat the Inceltious perſon, 
{9 upon his Repenranc? to receive him in 2gain,wichout the autho- 
rity of any otier Chureh,or any others cortraditon,% fames C7. 
he faich,my brethren, havenct the faith of our Lord lefus Chriſt, the 
Lord ofglory with reſpe@ ot perſons, and Chap, 3. 1. he faith my 
pr=threy, be not many Maſters, knowiog that we tha!l receive the 
g:02ter condemnytion;bur this ſpirit of pride is nr r124y thing, for it 
00247 In ihe Diſciples, Lake 9.46» when there atolc a reafuning 1+ 
porglt them, which of rhem ſheuld be the greateſt, but Chrift per- 
ceivine the thoughts of their heart's, znſwereth them by ſetting a 
little Child in the midRt of chemyto teach them kumility,there being 
co0 many 64 a dayes of rh ir ſpirit v.46, 47.43.48 be taught them, 

againſt v:riecution, verſ.54.55,55, when rrey would nave had fire 
come d 1:1 trom Heayen to coMpme he Samaritans , fiying , ye 
Know no; of what ſmirit you arr, for the Sonns of men is nor coOmC 
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(11) 
to deſtroy mens lives but to lave them, &c, Therefore theſe fupream 
Afemblics are not 7«re Divino , bj the will and appointment of 
Jeſus Chriſt, bat are all by kumane Authority not known 1n SCtip- 
tuce, bzivg agaialt the freedom, which every Church of Chriſt hath 
given them,w ich they ought to injoy , none being beforeor atter 
another in their priviiedge or prerogative , which liberty ana tree- 
dom every proteltator and Covenanter is ſworn co [tznd for and 
Mainta1t?. 

To the 4, Concerning Appeales from CongregationM Elder- 
ſbips to the Claſlica!l, Provincial), and Nationall Aſſemblies. 7 ke 
pariſhionall not being proved Iwre Divizo,bat of kumane Authori- 
ty, appzales to them, and from one vnro another muſt reeds be un- 
lawfull. B:fides, how contrary is this to the primitive practic-,as 
Aftri5. when the:ts aroſe a diff:rence abou: Circumc:ſ1on in the 
Church of Aztiochia , they. ſent up to the Churca at Terwu/wlem ior 
their advice, (nor that they had. any authority over them ), and they 
as humbly and truly ſent their advice, laying, it {cemed good to the 
holy ſpiric , and to us, to lay upon you no other burthen then thete 
necefarythings. Now if theſe could fay chus,and would do as they 
did, their Councell ought cyange<l:cally to be received in like fort 
by believers ; but theſe as they were never called and gathered by 
Chriſts Auzkority , ſo have they not the promiſe of his preſence by 
his ſpirit with them as his Churches have, A7a:.18.17. to 20, & 28: 
20, 1 Co0r.3.23.23. & 1.5.4.5e Jobs 14.16.17. & 15.26.27, 

To the 5. I find no ecumenical Aſlcmblics inScripture under the 
Goſpel to be ot Gods appeinting,but an invention of the man of fin, 
rayſed by thoſe Locuſts that came out of the ſmoke that arefe out of 
th: bottomleſle pict, Rev. 9.2.3, who kad power as the Sorpions of 
the earth have power that ſo by force, As £2. 34. 4. flarteries 
as Dan, 11.21.23.34. And cunnirg crafcinefle whereby they lye in 
wait to deceive Ephe/. 4. 14.15. Transforming themiclves as the 
Miniſters of righteouſneffe, Cor.2.11c'5. whole end ſhall be accor= 
ding to thezr workes by which meaacs they cauſe all the world to 
wonder afrer the beait, who had his wound and did live Rev.13.3.to 
7, for the firſt beaſt, being thoſe heathen bloudy ryrants who wor- 
ſhipped the Dcaggon which gave him his pow?r,to whom was Ci- 
Ven a mouth, ſpeaking great things ard blaſphemics -gain!t Gog, 
to blaipneme his name, and his Tabernacle,and them that dyvell in 
Heaven &c, 
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This beaſt being thus wounded, there zriſerh another beait out of 

the carth (to wit) cutot thoſe earthly inventiors of Pop; ſh aflem- 
blies counſclis and Synods, Re, 6 13.14. the Starres Þolling trem Heg. 
ven to the earth, they leavirg thoſe gloricus qolti arions of Chriſt 
che dipping of avall believers,upon cont: ing firs ard pretc firg 
fairb,as alſo the volcntaric contribution of theoaints,cr as Fox ip big 
as acl morumcncs renders it, the puer almes cf the Cri, 2rd 
bringing in bzptizing er rather ſprincklin of Nz:urall Infants, ard 
Paying Mich s,chercby raiſirgratioralCi.urches Wiche ut the which 
they coul2 never haye done tt, r.either could they now retaine them, 
thereby cuntradiQing the Appoſltles rule Cor,1.4-6, in preſuming a 
boye that waich 1s zvriceer; bn (hould thefez. pillars be taken away 
according to our i roteRation andCovenantzand a reformation ſer ud 
accordipy to the word of God | as ispretendee |] the Kirgdome 
of Antichriſt like the Philitins houſe will tall upon cheir heads, a5 
tia5 on the Philittins; upon S<2p/ons rl.art glorious t pe of Chriſts 
pulling away the 2. pillars whereupen the houſe {toud, 7#zg:16, 29, 
3%. That whercas by the authority of the Civill Magiſtrate, thcy 
having infinuzted into there aftcRions, like Pheroats fropos inty 
his and his ſervants B:dchambers Exed.3.z 4eby beipg their Chap- 
lains as they call chemſclves, a ſervice not knewa in the Goſpel cf 
Chriſt for his minilters;whereby the Magiſtrates beipg by them de» 
Iuded, give that power, which was given tt & of Ged tor the puniſh» 
ment of evill doers; bur for the praifs of them that doe wel?, te the 
upholding of this beaſt and his Image, and they having received it 
put ic forth to che uttermolt cauſing all, both ſmall and great, rich 
and poor, free and bond,to receive a marke in their right hard, ard 
in their forcheads,and thatno man might buy or 'ſcll,ſave he that 
had the mark or the name of the bealt, or the nun:bec of his n: me 
&c. | his ſecond beaft corfilting of the whole ſtate hirarchie cr cler- 
ey, as they call themſelves with rhe Image evenall that receive the 
ordination from that ſlate there being not ſoe much as one of there 
Aames,much I:ile'their praRtice cx maintenance h£21d of in th: Gel- 
p=!1 of King jelus: from the Pope or Prelate to the Sexton, 2nd 
yet they do as thar vile perſen ſpoken of by Daniel, Dan. 11.27,That 
coms in peaceably and obtaine the Kingdome by flatteries, prerend- 
ing they atc the miniſters-ct Chriſt yer are nat content with his or- 
di-2.1un,oor maintenance and 12%, ard therefore obtaine ordi- 
ances , as detor Bm gro &cs and Statu'e Lawes frew the ſtate 
thc 


(13) 
though ſome of them had little need having enough before, 
which have cauſed more breach of the preteſtation and Covenant, 
and tedieus ſuits in the Courts of Juitice then ary cne thing in 
the Kingdom; and therefore to ſay ne more to this ail appeal.s to 
them are kumaine,and not [ure Divsno,neicher bn the particulat or 
gererall, | 

To the 6, T anfw-r, The Lord Jeſus Chiilt having fartstyed his 
Fathers Juſtice, and thereby wtought everlaſting righrevutree 
tag all chem that obey him,ic being rettifizd from H.aven by the Fa- 
ther,that h2 is his beloved Sonne,in whom ke 15 well pleated, Ard 
haviog reccived all power both in Heaven ard in carth, by which 
Authority as then he ſen: forth his Servants , fo hath he alt» giver, 
and fetled this po\yer only upon and in his Church, and that to the 
body [ſnot the Miniſters?) cor filting of acompany of aipt 1/.fe:p.cs, 
not the Servants diſtinct from the Church , 28 th y new pretend 
and zflume,tu: as they derive it from che Church, they 2 v:r9 ito 
them ; and therefore theſe Presbyrters rot being Memocrs ot any 
Church of Chrilt,according to his inſticuticn, anc yer claiming ſuch 
power as diſtin&from the Church, have nothing therein but what 
they havz from the manof ſhinnegby tradition of mien, ang not {ae 
Divino,by the will and appointment ct Jeſus Chrilt, 

Tothe 7. There are no 1ules at all given in the Geipel! of Xing 
Teſs in queltion,giving power to the iaid Pregbyters or Eiderſhips, 
or any ot chem, for the putting in ex: cution of any the power a» 
forefaid , ſecivg their conſtitution is rot from Ged by Chriſt thao 
great prophet of che Chuich , but from their reverend tatzers che 
Prelates,and ſoconſequently from the Pope,or civill ftarewho hath 
ne more pswer to Command or ſet Lawes in the Kingdom o! Chrilt, 
then the King of Sp4in,or the French King kath in the Kingdom of 
England, which 1s intire and Independant of it (e]te ; Eur for x 
Church of Chriſt cruly (tated there are rul:s, as to receive in, {@ to 
deale wich and caſt out if need require,as T 59. 2.3,16:-17.A'] Scrip- 
ture is given by ioſpirtaion of God, and is profi:able for Dc &rine, 
for reproofe for correRion,for inftruRicn in righteouſncfle,thar the 
man of God may be pertct, threughly furniſned arts all good 
workes, ; 

To the 8. We are to take notice, that under the Goſpel the Lord 
Jelus is not ooly a King, but the only King and Law-giver to his 
Giiurch, //45. 33.33 /4wes 12.4.7 im.1 6+15.Rev. 17.14. 2nd thcotce 
fore the civill Magiſtrate under the Goſpe!l oaght no more to irs 
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treach upon his precogativein Church Government, theo he did up: 
on theirs in civill things, as Lake 13.13,14, where he would not fo 
much as divide the inheritance beeween the 2.brethren,& therefore 
Mate.22 16,to 31s when thePnarices rcokCouncel how they might 
18cangle Chriſt , a;king him whether it was lawfull ro pay tribute 
to Cileror no, ith nnto them, ſhow me the tribute money, ſay- 
in2, whoſe ]m+:< or ſ1ncr{cription is this,they lay unto him, (oſar; 
ke faith unto them, render therefore unto (@/ar the things that 
are Czſar;, and unto God the things chat are Gods.and Row. 3.1, 
£7. the Apoſtle injoynes obedience trom the Church unto ciy1ll 
Aaziſtrates or higher poyycrs, not only to Chriftians , bur as they 
w:re Magiſtrates though Heathens, which they then were, ſhewing 
that they are of God, ordained of God as Mrs.of cur fl: ſhgand that 
thoſe tha: ret them, reſiſt the Ordinance of God , whetker 
Chriltiz2 o: Heath en,& ach as refilt (hal receive to themſelves dam. 
pation; tor Rulers are nat | co wit appointed of God] a terrour to 
good works, bu: to the evil, wile thou the not be atraid of thepower, 
do that Which is 2yod ; - bur if thou do that which is evill,be afraid, 
for &: bcareth not the ſword in vain ; for he 18 the Servant of God, 
a Revenger to exccnte wrath upen him that dothevill ; wheretore 
ye mult nes be ſubjetnot only tor wrath , bur for Conſcience 
I1Ke, 

Now what this cvill is, the Apoſtle ſhewes, to wit,not Heriticks, 
and Schiſmaticks , as ſome foudly dream, and yzould it they could 
maintain,though with fire and (word, although inde«d more to up- 
hold cheir own honcur, Kingdom,power,places,oreatrefle, and be- 
nifices, then the civill Magiſtrates as is clearly diſcovered to moſt 
men already, whele eyes the Lord hath in any meaſure opened, and 
may eaſily be proved to all that are not wittn!ly blind ; for in the 
Conſcience concerning worſhip, the Lord only raigneth as King 
a:d Laywgiver ; wheretore the Apoſtle ſaith, The Law is not made 
$27 2 rightcons man, but for the Lawlefle 3nd diſcbedient, for the 
n222d:y,and for finners;for noholy and prophane,for murtherers of 
{ a4:aers& murcherers of Mothers, for Man-{l1y ers. fot VV horemongers, 
tor chin that gefls themſelves with mankind, for mcn-(ealers; for 
Jyars, for perjured perfons F oh that tre Miniſters that preſt 
rheProtftation & Covenant fo cagerly, weuld rake notice of this!) 
a2d if there d2 any otacr thing that is contrary to wholſom dofrin, 
£ccorgin? to the glorious Goſpel of the blefied Ged, which was 
Come 


committed tomy truſt &c. 1719.1, 9. 20220 11, Now the civil 
Magiſtrates are calicd fathers of our fi:ſh,to whom in al} theſe civil 
things we ovght to be obedient; Pur fajth the Apoltle N19t] wo roc 
much rather be in ſabj:&ion to the father of ſpirits and lives to wr, 
to his lays given forth by his ſonne the great prophet of his Church, 
ſpeakirg from heaven, Heb, 1 1. Dent,1$.15, AG, 3.22.23. Who 
hath given a rule for his people co wa'k by, a+ Car, 28. 20, which 
jule the Apoſtle exort* che Calathianr, and in thern all b<leivers to 
obſerve a5 G 1.6.16. they thus walkinz taving the promiſe of peace 
and mercy upon them, And Phil. 3. 16, hecxorcs che ChatCh, to 
walk by the ſame rule, and ro mind the ſame things, 

Thus I kave made a'pear, that the Cong:eontionall or Parifhio- 
nall Elderſhips 2ppointzd by Ordinance of Partiament,the members 
thereof, or any of thew, the ſupream Att mbiics or E'derſhips, v5. 
the Claſlicall, Provineial!, cecunmenicall or Nationall, are rone ct 
them 7#-e Deviso, by the will and zppointmerr cf Jeſus Chritt, 

Wherin,T have alſo proved from the word of truth,that the Civil 
Magiſtrate hath nothing to Jo 2s a Maziltrate, to judge of any ca1t2 
in the Church of Chriſt, it being there to be judged ard tried by 
thoſe ſervants, and inthat order and manner that 15 fer doven wn £2 
word, by the will and appointment of Ietus Chriſt, | 

Ard what was required by the Pat liament of the Synod or After - 
bly, I have in ſome weak meaſure anſwered trom the {cripture, & ict 
down the ſeverall texts in the exprefle words cf the fame, according 
as was dcfired, ſubſcribing my lelf ycur onvurs, and the Churches 
Servant in the Service of the Goſpel! of King 7e/zzs E, Barb. 

CerFder of ir, take advice and iſpeake your minds, Judges 19: ZCe 
(ertain Queries propounded (by the Author 1 to tie Aſſembly cats 

led Devines, 
rt. Whether that Dofrine of cO-dienc. fo Mirzittrats or broker 
powers, whici the Apoitles tavght, Rim, $3.1 Per, i. 2 13+ 
14. 15. &Cc. were true cr Fo. 

2, Whether it was not.the Apoſtles duty, to praRice that himſ-ic 
which he ranghe 3nd commanded others todo. as Rows: 2, 21.22.23 

3. Whether the M1giftra'es or theſe higher powers, whick from 

the diſciples he require1 vb:dience unto, were of their Retivion 
or in the Goſpell practice yea or no ? | 

4, Ifno!, Whether it was tawfall tor choſe Magiſtrates ct 
hioher powers, to perſecute Par and the rolt of the Church for 
their Religion, 

5g» Whether Poul and the Diſcip'cs mike plot ani & or pers 
keu:e the Magiſtrate, of aty uf 615 (ubir Gs by comnl!'rs or fore 
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cing their Conſcience or otherwife , though to the true wort 
God under the Goſpel. 

6, Whether Magiſtrates as well as Subje&s,be not to be ſub 
to the Lawes,Statutes,and cenſures of King Jeſus only ,who as u 
the Law,ſo under the Goſpel is na reſpeRer of perſons, Deart-16, 
Rom.2.1t. 1 Pct.1.17. | 

7. Wacther it may not be conceived, The Lord is now making 
quificion for the blood that ka;h been ſhed in this Land, ard ot 
parts of the worid,of thr ] :wes his ancient ahd peculiar people, 
{/4i,51.21,22,23. where che Lord (aith,heare thou this, thou milg 
rable and drunkea,bu: not with wine, Thus faith the Lord God, 
ven God tha: plcadeth the cauſe of kis people, behold I have take 
out of thine hand the cup of trembling, even the dreggs of the 
of my w-ath,thou ſhalt drink it no more but 1 wil put it into thei 
hand chat aff {ited thee, which have ſaid to thy ſoule, bow downt 
we may go over,and thou halt laid thy body as the greund,& as t 
ltreer to then that w nt over,conPrwithTh.1.2.12.t017.Re.18,26 

$.The puniſhing ſome as the Cutholicks, &c, more then with death 
to the unhu nain quarcering and hanging up their quatterszallo the 
Child: c luit-civg tor theirParents ſin,contraryto the expreewerde 
the Lord,&seh. 18,4.20. that ſoul that ſinneth,ir ſhall dye,the { 
iha!l ror bear the iniquity of the Facher , neicher ſhall the Father 
bear the 13iq ity of the forine , the righteouſnefle of the righteeuy 
(hall be upon him, and the wickednefie of the wicked ſhall be upc 
him,aifo executing men for thetr,j: b-ing contrary to tkeLaw of Gad 

9. VVhether chece ouzl1tnot to be 2 Faſt kept for all 11:e innocent blocd tha 
latch been ſhed inthis Land, no: only of the Jews, but alſo in Herry the 8,daye 
Quecy M wies,and in Queen El:iz1berhs,as Barroyys Gre. nweods Pervies, & 
wody.d foroppofing the Common Prayer, &c 

15 V Vhecherthere be any Goſpell rule by precept, or ex1mp'e for compul» 
fin -tConſcienc: in matters of Religion, taking ofOaths, maiing of forſt Coyee 
nanrs &c. that ( we b:ing truly informed , may prevent the reyroof ler. 23, 10 
onc:g vent» the Tewes, the Land isfull of Adulterers , becauſe of ſwearipg the? 
L and mournech, the pleaſant plac.s of the wildernefle are drved up, ard their 
courſes cvill, & rheir force is n*r right, Ho,4.2.-by ſwearing lying killing fleal- 
ing aad committing aJule:ry;zthey break out,and blood toucheth b! 00d, Chapt, 
10,4, They have ſpoken words, ſcaring tally in making a Covenant, 7] hus 
ludoeme 1t gr wetn as vyormvvood inthe turroyves ctthe field 

11, By what rulefrom rhe G: ſp:11 of Cliriſt may Chriſtians being Members 
cf one Churc!:; az they proteflc under Chritrheir h-ad, kill one anothe', or that? 
they won!ld diſtin*uith what makes the one morethen the other,by Goſpel! rule, 
or whether chey ouglit 10; ro excommunicarte theuaruly and diſorderly walkers, * 
before thyy kill them, andnot lee them ſtand Members of their Church , though 
worthy of death: , and fo kill them, which the Churcl. of C arinth nughtner, 
though focal fle finance, in which ther doings th y cums ſhort of the Church of . 
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